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Thematic Philately in Canada
Over the years, and after many attempts to organize, thematic
philately in Canada has not had much success. The main reason is probably attributed to the fact that Canadian stamp
collectors are mostly “Traditional” and “Postal History” oriented. This perhaps explains why thematic philately in Canada
is not as widespread as it is in other countries in the world.
This is also recognized to the fact that due to its boundaries
proximity, Canada and USA share many aspects of philately.
One of which is a reciprocity agreement in place between the
two countries in regard to philatelic judging and accreditation
of apprentices. As a result, we seem to rely on their associations. Case in point is that in absence of a national thematic
association, the Canadian thematic philatelists basically depend
on the American Topical Association (ATA) for gathering information and mutual cooperation. In addition, some collectors do belong to other foreign thematic organizations to expand their knowledge.
Historically, before the 1980s, there were a small number of
stamp collectors in Canada who were attracted by the beautiful pictures on stamps, known in North America as topical
collecting. But they did just for the fun of it and nothing
else materialized. It was not until 1979 (BRASILIANA ’79,
International) and 1985 (ITALIA ’85, World) that the first
Canadian exhibited internationally. Since then only a small
number have exhibited on a world level.
Many attempts have been made at local and regional levels
to attract collectors to thematic philately but any effort
was unproductive. Collectors are just attracted by the
stamp design and content to stick to topical collecting - the

simple way. Regrettably, the current situation continues to
be stagnant. There are a small number of seasoned collectors who continue to exhibit at different levels; however,
it is gratifying to see a large participation of youth collectors who also exhibit at different levels and this is gaining
momentum. In the future perhaps we will see a greater
number of seasoned collectors multiplying. Another impetus to this branch of philately is that with the advent of the
One-frame exhibit we are seeing some new thematic exhibits on the scene.
In terms of the availability of Canadian thematic material
to collect it is almost non-existent. One of the best and
hardest to find items is a post card depicting the machine
cancellation “Canadian Tennis Championship July 5-101926 Vancouver, B.C.” (Fig.1). Many times the issue was
brought to the attention of Canada Post and finally we are
seeing a number of thematic cancellations made available
to collectors. Two of these are shown (Fig.2 and 3).
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