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Thematic Philately in the Netherlands
The thematic philately is flourishing in the Netherlands. It is
always represented at Dutch exhibitions. Even at international ones the Dutch thematic philatelists come into the
prizes.
The monthly Dutch magazine Filatelie has a column Thematic
Panorama which is worth reading.
Several organisations are specialised in a specific theme e.g.
‘Gabriel’ is known for its religious themes and ‘Paper and
Printing’ covers everything related to printing.
Far and away the biggest thematic philatelic organisation is
the NVTF (or Dutch Organisation for Thematic Philately) with
more than 800 members. That means that beside the thematic participants at exhibitions we have hundreds of people
who practise philately at home.
The activities of this organisation are obtaining material and
acquiring knowledge.
With regard to acquiring knowledge, there is first of all the
magazine Thema. It is published partly in colour, 5 times a
year on A4 size and counts around the 50 pages. It wants to
reach the home collector as well as the exhibitor. A fixed
section is “Can I use that philatelic item or not?”. The
reader can test his knowledge by choosing the most appropriate answer out of 4 possible answers. Other sections are:
“Read for you”, refers to recently published literature;
“Special post” and “Aspects of Thematic Philately”. The future is to the youth, so also the youth philately publishes a
page in each issue.
The NVTF organises yearly 5 meetings at different places in
the Netherlands. There are 3 to 5 thematic stamp dealers
present; a lecture is held and information is exchanged.

Members with common topics can meet each
other. More than 200 members participate. And a translation service translates short
texts on stamps and postal
stationeries.
To stimulate the use of the
own library as much as possible the NVTF has accommodated it at the library of the
Federation in Baarn.
General and specialized circulars, auctions and of course
the mentioned dealers during
the meetings, help to obtain
philatelic items.
NVTF took part from the
beginning as the Dutch organiser of first Debenelux and
later Eurothema. These are
thematic exhibitions held
every two years, alternately
organized by one of the 7
participating countries.
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