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Thematic collecting in Ireland
Thematic collecting in Ireland ranks third in popularity to traditional philately and postal history, but it is difficult to state
exactly how many thematic collectors there are in this country. Anecdotal evidence within the stamp societies would indicate that about 20% of members have a thematic as their main
collecting interest, though the majority of collectors in Ireland
tend not to be members of societies. This assumption is based
on the fact that the philatelic section of An Post has thousands
of account holders in Ireland, whereas the registered membership of societies would be less than 300. So there are lots
of undiscovered thematic enthusiasts out there! Some collectors have sideline thematic collections which they do not display or exhibit competitively.
Some of the themes displayed and exhibited over the past few
years have included Sailing Ships, Stage and Mail Coaches,
Lighthouses, Paintings, Mailboxes, Christmas, Music (Mozart),
Queen Victoria and her Family, The Travels of Captain Cook
and Discovering West London.
Irish philatelists have enjoyed many successes at international
exhibitions over the years and an entry on the theme of the
History of Czechoslovakia was awarded Gold in the Open
Class at Washington 2006. A growing interest in this category
has brought new life to many thematic collections and has
broadened the scope of themes that can be collected.

Thematic collecting is actively encouraged in Ireland and
special trophies are awarded at local club level and at national exhibitions. Several articles on thematic subjects have
been written and published in the Irish postal service’s
philatelic bulletins.
Irish stamp booklets date from 1931 and any of these are
of thematic interest. Since the late 1980’s, the Irish Post
Office has issued larger and more colourful ’prestige’
booklets illustrating aspects of Ireland’s history, culture
and commerce. Shown here below is the 1990 booklet
commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the Penny
Black, which illustrated the history of the Irish Post Office
and the transport of mail. Other subjects covered by
these booklets are flowers, the maritime fishing fleet, art
and artists, buses, Nobel Prize winners, horse racing,
lighthouses, aviation and the Tall Ships Race. The booklets
can be exploded to show the panes as these often contain
a wealth of thematic information and illustrations.
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