FRANS DE TROYER,
MY BOSS, MY FRIEND
Soon after its start in 1967 the Thematic Commissions
went through rather hectic times. Its first two chairmen had died in service and the third one had his program rejected by the London Congress in 1970, as
there were different schools of thoughts on the recently approved thematic regulations and on their implementation. The Congress elected Frans de Troyer,
who took the challenging task of relaunching the Commission and streamlining its internal operations.
Having joined the Commission in 1968, I met Frans in
Rome just few weeks after his election. Formally he
was there to show his “History of the Church”, that
was awarded the Thematic Grand Prix. But in reality
he intended to meet the many thematic representatives convened for Roma 70, a national exhibition with
international participation. The Commission's meeting
at Budapest 71 was quite mixed up, as there was still a
strong opposition to his new drive, already reflected in
the judging at the exhibition.
Frans de Troyer set two main objectives:
1) present a new set of regulations, taking into account
the requests from a number of countries, mainly on
the acknowledgment of documentary exhibits, and
reach the larger consensus on the same. He established a very ambitious schedule: get the regulations
approved at Belgica 82 (i.e. in a year) and then have
them refined in the following years as far as their implementation was concerned. The process involved a
large number of experts, from a great number of
countries, and this approach was instrumental for winning their support. They contributed to this project
since its start up through the development of a comprehensive document that was continuously enhanced
under the lead of the Bureau including representatives
of Europe and Americas, at the time the only two continents where thematic philately was enjoining a wide
popularity.
2) convince the FIP world that thematic philately deserved the same dignity of the other philatelic classes.
At the time medals awarded to thematic exhibits were
still marked with a “T”. The core of this demonstration was a stronger emphasis on the philatelic elements of thematic exhibits, showing that they were
built with the same items appreciated in any other
class. He also made sure that thematic awards were
always given with full merit, without any “discount” or
overestimation. At the time thematic jurors were excluded from voting for the Grand Prizes. At IBRA 73
he stood up and firmly requested the ballots for the

thematic
jurors.
Once his request
was accepted the
thematic
jurors
ostensibly left the ballots blank, as they had not been
involved in the selection of the candidates, hence had
no sound elements for voting. After that show all jurors
were entitled to vote for all Prizes.
Time wise he set the goal for both objectives at Themabelga 75, the very first specialized world exhibition.
With a huge personal effort, he set this première within
FIP: the other classes had just to follow. Attendance
and quality of exhibits, involvement of press and public
made the exhibition an outstanding success. Frans de
Troyer presented also his book “Thematic Philately”,
which became immediately a reference.
During Themabelga I had the honour of being elected
vice-president of the Commission and for the next two
years I worked closely with Frans, thanks also to my
frequent business trips to Brussels. He had established
three main objectives: consolidate the Commission’s
structure, broaden the consensus on the new definitions ensuring a wider geographic coverage in parallel
with the growth of FIP, and support exhibitors to exploit the full potential of thematic philately. A serious
illness did not allow him to serve in the jury of Italia 76
and three months later he asked me to take over the
Commission, as he was going to be, again, in a hospital.
He also suggested to the president of his Federation,
Jacques Stibbe, to present my nomination at the following Congress. In my speech after the election as his successor I just committed to implement his action plan:
the delegates to the FIP Congress unanimously approved, acknowledging that in London they had made
the right choice.
Over almost seven years my wife and I developed a
strong friendship with Frans. He was even sending me
the new cancellations for my themes. He was often in
Italy and visited us in Padova and we accompanied him
in Venice. It was always a great pleasure to meet him
and to take him around, as we enjoyed his charme, his
culture and his love for life.
When I think to Frans I have always in my mind the
image of his joyful, smiling face while listening to the
music during the opening ceremony of Themabelga.
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